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General Brohm’s achievements have earned

him numerous decorations and awards, includ-
ing the Bronze Star, the Army Achievement
Medal, the Legion of Merit with Oak Leaf Clus-
ter, and the Meritorious Service Medal with
three Oak Leaf Clusters, as well as numerous
others.

On a personal note, I have thoroughly en-
joyed working with him on matters relating the
Army and Fort Monmouth. His good humor
and patience with me as I have adjusted to
my new position as a new Congressman and
a member of the House National Security
Committee have been invaluable and I am
very grateful for insight. I congratulate him and
wish him, his wife Ines, and their four children
Maria Elena, Kathy, Jerry, and Michael best
wishes in his retirement.
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Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I submit the following:

NEW YORK, NY, September 3.—I rise today
to pay tribute to John Catsimaridis, who
today is celebrating his fiftieth birthday.

John Catsimatidis, an outstanding member
of the community which I represent, was
born in Greece in 1948. While still an infant,
his parents brought him to the United States
where he was raised in New York City. He at-
tended high school in Brooklyn and then
graduated from New York University.

Mr. Catsimatidis’ contributions to the New
York City community as a businessman and
as a caring citizen are vast and varied.

He is the chairman and chief executive of-
ficer of the Red Apple Group, Inc., a pri-
vately held company that employs 10,000 peo-
ple. The Red Apple Group is a diversified
company with holdings in several areas, in-
cluding: oil refining, supermarkets, real es-
tate, aviation and publishing.

Red Apple Group operates United Refining
of Warren, Pennsylvania, a midsized oil re-
finery that functions under the name ‘‘Kwik-
Fill.’’ The refinery operates 354 convenience
stores and filling stations in Northwest New
York and Western Pennsylvania.

Mr. Catsimatidis’ company also operates
the largest supermarket chain in Manhattan
under the names ‘‘Sloan’s’’ and ‘‘Gristede’s.’’
He founded this business in 1969 while still a
college student; the company now operates
50 stores. An additional supermarket operat-
ing under the name ‘‘Grand Union,’’ located
in the Virgin Islands.

Mr. Catsimatidis, a pilot, also operates an
aviation company under the names ‘‘Capitol
Air Express’’ and ‘‘C&S Acquisition.’’ This
company is a worldwide commercial charter
and aircraft leasing company with Boeing’s
727’s and personal jet aircraft.

Additionally, he is the owner and editor of
the Hellenic Times newspaper, the largest
English-language Greek-American news-
paper in the United States.

The list of Mr. Catsimatidis’ philanthropic
activities is equally as extensive and impres-
sive as his business initiatives. He is the
former chairman of the Hellenic American
Neighborhood Action Committee (HANAC), a
nonprofit social services organization which

operates low-income housing, medical serv-
ices, and housing for the elderly and home
meal delivery in the New York Metropolitan
area.

He is the co-chairman and founder of the
Brooklyn Tech Endowment Foundation; the
$10,000,000 fund is the largest gift to a second-
ary school in the United States. He is the di-
rector of the New York Police Athletic
League. He funds the John Catsimatidis
Scholarship Fund at NYU School of Busi-
ness, which awards two scholarships annu-
ally. He is a past president of the Manhattan
Council of Boy Scouts of America.

He is also active in the National Kidney
Foundation, Juvenile Diabetes Foundation,
Young Men’s Philanthropic League and the
Alzheimer’s Foundation. In 1991, he
underwrote the construction of the library
at Camp David Chapel, the Presidential Re-
treat.

John Catsimatidis and his wife, Margo,
have two children, Andrea John, 9; and John
Andreas, Jr., 5.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues rise
with me in tribute to John Catsimatidis on his
fiftieth birthday. It is a privilege to have such
an outstanding leader in my district.
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Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor for
me to rise before you today to recognize the
achievements of Reverend James E. Walker,
Jr., of Flint Michigan. On Saturday, September
12, the congregation of Flint’s Faith Gospel
Temple Church of God in Christ will honor
Reverend Walker for the many contributions
he has made over the last 25 years to both
City and State in the name of the Lord.

It is difficult to imagine what the Flint com-
munity would be like today had Reverend
Walker not been called to become Pastor of
Faith Gospel Temple. Born in 1949, to the
Minister James Walker, Sr. and Iola Walker,
Pastor Walker’s dedication to the Lord began
at the young age of 4, as a mandolin player
in his family’s traveling Evangelist band. The
years later found the elder James Walker
founding the Faith Gospel Temple in Saginaw,
Michigan, in 1971. It was only fitting that the
first service of the new church was the wed-
ding of his son to the former Tonya Etoile
Blythe.

It was in May of 1972, following a severe
automobile accident that left his father para-
lyzed from the neck down, James announced
to his father his plans to enter the ministry. In
September of 1972, Reverend James Walker,
Jr. gave his first sermon at Faith Gospel Tem-
ple, and began a distinguished career of spir-
itual guidance, most notably his appointment
as Superintendent of Peace for the District of
Northeast Michigan. In this role, which he has
maintained for more than 14 years, he over-
sees and provides advice and insight to four
churches in the Flint and Saginaw area. Many
have benefitted greatly from Pastor Walker’s
work in the community, as well as the state.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that I ask
you and my fellow members of the 105th Con-

gress to join me in saluting Pastor James
Walker, Jr. Self evident is his lifelong journey
to enhancing the dignity and nurturing the spir-
its of all people I am grateful that there are
people like that serve as examples of what
Americans should strive to be.
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Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I rise in support of Honoring Dr. Judith Cra-
ven. This Resolution recognizes Dr. Judith
Craven on her retirement as the President of
The United Way of the Texas Gulf Coast.

Judith Craven is a Medical Doctor, a Master
of Public Health, and has served as President
of The United Way of the Texas Gulf Coast
since the fall of 1992. Under Dr. Craven’s
leadership The United Way of the Texas Gulf
Coast experienced financial stability and
growth. As result of Dr. Craven’s determined
efforts the United Way of Texas Gulf Coast
became the fourth largest campaign in the na-
tion.

During her tenure, unprecedented growth in
multi-cultural communities offered new chal-
lenges and opportunities, both in campaign
and volunteer recruitment areas. This chal-
lenge was met by Dr. Craven’s recommitment
to the values of the United Way. Dr. Craven
embraced the values of diversity in volunteer
composition and in service to a multi-cultural
community.

Dr. Craven maximized fund raising efforts,
by conducting a community wide campaign
that increased the opportunity for everyone to
be able to give and which sought to ensure
funding stability in the community. The hall-
mark of Dr. Craven’s fiscal responsibility was
a results oriented stewardship for every chari-
table dollar given.

Just one example of Dr. Craven’s contribu-
tion to her community was the creation of the
Community Table. This effort resulted in a
place where diverse individuals and groups
could meet together to collaboratively plan and
respond to health and human service needs.
Her efforts are responsible for better commu-
nication among service provides which serve
those in need.

Dr. Craven used her influence and consider-
able powers of communication to effectively
communicate with public policy partners at the
city, county, state, and federal levels to affect
health and human services. This considerable
effort resulted in a more effective social serv-
ice delivery system.

Thus, it is clear that under the leadership of
Dr. Judith Craven, the United Way of the
Texas Gulf Coast has become a recognized
and respected leader of the nonprofit commu-
nity. Dr. Craven’s leadership and administra-
tion should be copied by all nonprofit organi-
zations.

Thank you, Dr. Craven, for your commit-
ment and dedicated leadership in service to
Texas Gulf Coast community.
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